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SHINE

Getting fit for Spring!

Chatting with a friend over the weekend whilst enjoying the first of the
spring sunshine, about his latest purchase, a Jaguar XK150 Drophea:
Coupe, we wandered into a discussion about the age of tyres on this:
car. He said they looked good, have excellent tread depth and no o°
ous degradation of the compound, but he had no knowledge about
their suitability for continued use. His new car was restored in the US
and returned to England some years ago and has only covered some 2008
miles since its return.

He decided to do some more research and could not find a date code on the tyres so looked back in the history
to see if the bill for the tyres had been included, luckily it was there and he realised as the spec matched the fit-
ment on the car, he was able to work out that the tyres were at least twice the recommended 6 year useful age
limit.

This led me to do a little research on the World Wide Web to make sure | was up to date with the latest data. As
you can imagine, there was tons of stuff and | have selected a website which gives advice and information to
help even the least technical owner make a safe judgement about the only thing which connects our cars with
the road. Checlvww.bridgestone.com.au/tyres/passenger/core/age.asgtere you will find the factual data

that will be important in determining just how old your car tyres are. Its easy to think they are still in good con-
dition, only to realise that this most important part on our treasured classic has become quite old. In the event
of a total loss, it may be a piece of research that the insurance company engineer does and so best be safe and
sure.

1. Check the age stamping on your tyres to see the date of manufacture. 3 numbers pre 2000 and 4 num-
bers post 2000 year of manufacture

2. Check your vehicle history, if you have it, to see when the tyres were fitted. Remember fitting date may
not be the manufactured date and there have been cases of classic vehicle sizes being sold beyond the
recommended useful date.

3. Check the tread depth, the minimum level is 1.6mm across the tread breadth. Check the correct pressure
is maintained when the tyre is cold.

Another useful website isww.carbibles.com/tyre bible.html

Happy driving as the new season starts.

The rain does not stop us !

On the 19' to 21 March we are attending the British Leisure Show in Windsor, yes we have seen the weather fore-
cast but | am sure the sun will come out at some point, so if you are there, come and sayelly Qi F2 NB S (
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you came to see us; if you missed us do not worry, come and visit us in Malvern; or say hello to us at the Good-
wood Festival of Speed where we have a stand.


http://www.bridgestone.com.au/tyres/passenger/core/age.aspx
http://www.carbibles.com/tyre_bible.html

MG OWNERS....
WELCO M ED AT G & R ! On the 18 February, G and R Classics welcomed the

Hereford region of MG owners. It is always lovely to see
all these cars parked together and meet the owners. They
were interested and engaged, asking our technicians lots
of questions and getting them to demonstrate the equip-
ment, also understanding how to undertake their own
body maintenance. Some attendees were even trying
some of the equipment out to see how it workedinder

the careful eyes of our technicians. There was great inter-
est to understand how we polish the paintwork; they
looked on with utmost interest. The cakes went down

well too!

and also the Corvette owners......

On the 13 March we welcomed Corvette Owners, what beautiful cars they are. They were very chatty and asked
our technicians lots of questions, they were interested in all the cars in the workshop, particularly the 1963 Split
Window Corvette we have in for restoration, they even let her take part in the line up for a picture! We spent a
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White which was the original colour should definitely not be used. One of the members bought his daughter along
who was celebrating her f®irthday¢ at G and R Classics! As is usual, cakes biscuits and coffee/tea were served
which always goes down well.

Meet The Team....

Meet the latest team member, Dapwe all call him Little Dan so we
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Dan has joined us as another Apprentice Body Prepper/Painter, &
he has been doing for the last 2 years. He is keen to learn and u
derstand the Classic Car philosophy and has a good eye for finisl
Dan is keen to develop as a painter and also learn the skill of fab
tion which we are happy to teach him. Under the skilful eyes of C
ham, Keith and Terry Dan listens, learns and acts on instructions
well, unfortunately we are still working on the Tea and Coffee skil
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